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Tuberculosis terminology

Range of terms used in the literature Clinical definition Typical laboratory data
= Latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI) = Absence of symptoms or signs of illness = Positive IGRA or TST
= Tuberculosis infection (TBI) = Evidence of specific cell-mediated immunologic response following exposure to

Mycobacterium tuberculosis-derived protein antigens in solution

= Active tuberculosis (TB) = Presence of symptoms or signs of illness due to M. tuberculosis = Detection of M. tuberculosis in clinical specimens via microscopy, culture, or molecular
= Active tuberculosis disease testing
= Active tuberculosis infection

= Tuberculosis disease

&
Tuberculosis terminology is inconsistent in the literature

IGRA: interferon-gamma release assay; TST: tuberculin skin test.
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